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ON THE CALENDAR  

February 

Feb 1 GCRW 25th Anniversary and Mem-
bership Luncheon Planning Meeting 
at La Madeleine (Park & Preston)  

4:00 p.m. 

Feb 5 General Meeting/Fairview Farms 

Feb 6 Reaganôs Birthday 

Feb 7 Tarrant Co. GOP/Republican Party 

of Texas Candidate Forum 

Feb 10 Prestonwood Pregnancy Center 

Open House (p. 8) 

Feb 12 Lincolnôs Birthday 

Feb 16 Presidentsô Day 

Feb 18 Ash Wednesday 

Feb 19  Board Meeting 

Feb 21 Collin Co. Lincoln Day Dinner (p. 2) 

Feb 22 Washingtonôs Birthday 

March 

Mar 5 General Meeting/Fairview Farms 

Mar 21 Denton Co. Lincoln Reagan Day 

Dinner (p. 2) 

 

 

More details at GCRW.org 

Americanism 

"Patriotism is supporting your country 

all the time, and your government when it 

deserves it."   

Mark Twain 

IN EVERY ISSUE . . . 

      Prayers and Praises   p. 2 

      Presidentôs Pen     p. 5 

       

City Government 101 

Track Your Local Tax Dollars  
By Linda Elliott, VP Programs  

 

     &ÖɯÛÖɯ2 +$ɯÙÈÊÒÚɯÞÏÌÕɯàÖÜɀÙÌɯÚÏÖ××ÐÕÎȳɯɯ"ÓÐ×ɯÊÖÜ×ÖÕÚȳɯɯ-ÌÎÖÛÐÈÛÌɯÛÏÌɯ

best deal for your car?  Did you know that local 

government spends 60 percent of your tax dol-

lar?  Are you interested in HOW they spend 

YOUR money? 

     )ÖÐÕɯ ÜÚɯ ÍÖÙɯ /ÈÙÛɯ (ɯ ÖÍɯ &"16ɀÚɯɁ/ÖÞÌÙɯ ÖÍɯ

Oneɭ+ÖÊÈÓɯ&ÖÝÌÙÕÔÌÕÛɯ2ÌÙÐÌÚɂɯat our Febru-

ary general meeting. 

     Ross Kesceg from Empower Texans will pro-

vide us with a snapshot of where and how your 

city spends your money.  He will cover Collin 

and Denton Counties.  Invite your friends and 

neighbors for this informative meeting.  

Looking Ahead . . .  
On March 5, Part II covers Independent School District Spending. On April 

2, Part III will relate to upcoming school board elections in our area.  Stay 

tuned for more information on which ISDs will have candidates present for 

an interactive meet and greet. 

OUR NEXT MEETING  

Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Join us at 6:15 p.m. for a New Member Orientation!  

Check In/Refreshments/Meet & Greet 6:45 p.m.   

Program: 7:00 p.m.  

Fairview Farms Marketplace  

3314 North Central Expressway, Plano, TX 

Free Babysitting available with reservation!  

Please RSVP to info@gcrw.org  with names and ages of children 

Please visit our website:  www.gcrw.org  

Like us on Facebook 

Follow us on Twitter @GoldenCorridor  

http://www.GCRW.org
mailto:vpprograms@gcrw.org
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Prayers and Praises for the GC Family  
By Linda Block, We Care Chair  

 

       This month,  we ask you to remember the following people in your 

prayers . . .  

 Elizabeth Muzyka , for the continued recovery from surgery.  

      Jim West, healing from his illness. 

      Mary Kaye AdamsɀɯÉÙÖÛÏÌÙɯÈÕËɯÚÐÚÛÌÙ-in-law, in guiding them to transi-

tioning to assisted living .  

 Please also pray for comfort for Mel Pokorny and her family members 

as they grieve the unexpected loss of her brother-in-law.  

 If you know of any GCRW members and/or their family members in 

need of prayer, please notify us so that we may pray for them daily.  Send 

requests to Linda Block at dogsrule1989@sbcglobal.net. 

òDrive to Victoryó 
By Cyndi Wheless, Collin County Lincoln Day Chair  

 

     You are invited to join Collin County GOP for the 2015 Lincoln Day Din-

ÕÌÙȭɯɯ3ÏÐÚɯàÌÈÙɀÚɯÛÏÌÔÌɯÐÚɯ Ɇ#ÙÐÝÌɯÛÖɯ5ÐÊÛÖÙàȭɂ 

     Date:  Saturday, February 21 

     Location:  Plano Centre, 2000 Spring Creek Pkwy, Plano  

     Schedule:  6:00 p.m. - VIP Reception and Exclusive Access to Silent Auc-

tion;  6:30 p.m. Silent Auction will open to all guests;  dinner begins at 

7:15 p.m.  

     Keynote Speaker:  To be announced 

     Come and join in the fun, meet elected officials, and support the Silent 

Auction.  If you have any items to donate for the Auction, please contact 

Piper McCraw at pipermccrawgcrw@yahoo.com as soon as possible. 

     Register now at www.collincountygop.org/      

Collin County ɭ  The strongest and reddest county in Texas!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Denton County GOP Invites You  

to The 2015 Lincoln-Reagan Dinner 
By Camille Johnson, Denton County Lincoln Reagan Day Chair  

          

     Denton County GOP is delighted to welcome Lt. Col. 

.ÓÐÝÌÙɯ-ÖÙÛÏɯÈÚɯÛÏÌɯÒÌàÕÖÛÌɯÚ×ÌÈÒÌÙɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÐÚɯàÌÈÙɀÚɯ+ÐÕÊÖÓÕ-

Reagan dinner!  

     Join us on March 21 at the DFW Hyatt Regency for VIP 

Reception, Silent & Live Auctions and Dinner. To register, 

go to www.dentongop.org.  

http://www.samjohnsonforcongress.com/
http://www.kenpaxton.com/
http://www.susancombs.com/
http://www.vantaylor.com/
http://www.collincountygop.org/
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For our local Republicans in the Texas State House and Senate, please see the 

photo rosters in the December 2014 and January 2015 issues, respectively, of 

the Trumpet.  

Governor  

Greg Abbott 

Lt. Governor  

Dan Patrick 

Attorney General 

Ken Paxton 

Golden Corridor Congratulates  

 New Texas Executive Branch Officials  
 

    A rare occurrence, all seven state-wide elected offices turned over in 

the 2014 election.  Please join us in congratulating our new officials: 

 
  

  

Comptroller of 

Public Accounts 

Glen Hegar 

Commissioner 

General Land  

Office 

J.P. Bush 

Commissioner 

Department of  

Agriculture 

Sid Miller 

Commissioner 

Railroad  

Commission 

(Place 2) 

Ryan Sitton 

Proclaimed by President Ford  

Black History Month Marks 39 Years  
     President Gerald R. Ford officially recognized Black History Month in 

ƕƝƛƚȮɯÊÈÓÓÐÕÎɯÜ×ÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ×ÜÉÓÐÊɯÛÖɯɁÚÌÐáÌɯÛÏÌɯÖ××ÖÙÛÜÕÐÛàɯÛÖɯÏÖÕÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÛÖÖ-

often neglected accomplishments of black Americans in every area of en-

ËÌÈÝÖÙɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏÖÜÛɯÖÜÙɯÏÐÚÛÖÙàȭɂɯɯ 

     Republican voters can be proud to be associated with a party that be-

lieves conservative principles and ideas can be equally shared by all peo-

ple without regard to race, gender, or ethnicity.   

     Please see Page 12 for quotes from notable Americans of Black heritage. 

http://www.ronsimmons.com/
http://www.mattshaheen.com/
http://www.dallascounty.org/department/comcrt/mdickey.php
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Reflectioné 
By Linda Etheridge, Education Chair  

 

     Education is an on-going process throughout our lives.  The lessons 

learned in the November election were many.   It was so gratifying to 

ÚÌÌɯÞÏÈÛɯɁÛÏÌɯ×ÖÞÌÙɯÖÍɯÖÕÌɂɯÊÈÕɯÈÊÊÖÔ×ÓÐÚÏȭɯɯ 

     Volunteers worked many hours to see their candidates gain new of-

fices or maintain their present position.  Giving one day a week to block

-walk precincts leading up to the election and recruiting others to call 

voters for the benefit of candidates yielded great results for Republi-

cans.   

     On Tuesday, January 13, 2015, the first day of legislation in Austin, 

we saw good legislators vote with their people and some legislators 

vote contrary to the will of their constituents.  Am I discouraged?  Ab-

ÚÖÓÜÛÌÓàɯÕÖÛȵɯɯ6ÌɯÏÈÝÌɯÚÌÌÕɯɁÛÏÌɯ×ÖÞÌÙɯÖÍɯÖÕÌɂɯÈÕËɯÞÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌɯÛÖɯ

work for officials who represent us.  

Come Early for Orientation!  
By Dõrinda Randall, President 

 

     Our GCRW Board Retreat was awesome!  Many innovative ideas 

were shared, but a common theme was our need for a Membership 

Orientation.   

     Please join us at 6:15 p.m. on Thursday, February 5 (just before our 

general meeting).  This is a great time to meet new friends, ask ques-

tions, learn more about upcoming opportunities, and share your in-

sights with like -minded Republican women.  

     All are welcomeɭnew members, prospective members, associate 

members, seasoned membersɭto learn more about GCRW, 

our committees, and how you can get engaged and plugged in.   

 

GCRW Board members gathered together on Saturday, January 24, to plan strategy 

ÍÖÙɯÜ×ÊÖÔÐÕÎɯ×ÖÓÐÛÐÊÈÓɯÌÝÌÕÛÚȮɯÏÌÈÙɯÖÜÙɯ/ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛɀÚɯÛÏÌÔÌɯÈÕËɯÝÐÚÐÖÕɯÍÖÙɯƖƔƕƙȮɯÈÕËɯÛÖɯɯ

fellowship  with a group of Godly and committed conservative ladies. 

http://www.votesusanfletcher.com/
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           Presidentõs Pen 

      &"16ɀÚɯ ÛÏÌÔÌɯ ÍÖÙɯ ƖƔƕƙɯ ÐÚɯ 3ÏÌɯ /ÖÞÌÙɯ ÖÍɯ

One.  Man, did we see this on full display recently 

when one GCRW member saw a posting that 

/ÓÈÕÖɀÚɯ"ÐÛàɯ"ÖÜÕÊÐÓɯÏÈËɯËÌÊÐËÌËɯÛÖɯÉÙÐÕÎɯÈÕɯ$ØÜÈÓɯ

Rights Ordinance to a public vote.  Many people 

had less than four hours notice, but the City Council 

chamber was packed on December 8.   

     8ÖÜɯÔÈàɯÈÚÒɯàÖÜÙÚÌÓÍȮɯɁ'ÖÞɯÊÈÕɯÈÕàÖÕÌɯÉÌɯÈÎÈÐÕÚÛɯÛÏÐÚɯÚÞÌÌÛɯ

ÚÖÜÕËÐÕÎɯÖÙËÐÕÈÕÊÌȳɂɯ Maybe because deceptive programs have been 

cloaked in pretty names:  Affordable Care Act, Robin Hood, Common 

Core, Fair Share, Smart City, Republican War On Women, Global 

Cooling/Warming/Climate Change, etc.  Thankfully, Texans have 

grown  immune to the name-calling campaigns and have become edu-

cated with the facts.   

     Everyone at the December 8 council meeting spoke with love and 

respect for the Constitution and repeatedly asked why the city was 

taking this action.  Was there a massive amount of discrimination for 

this community of people?  Who wrote this ordinance? 

     Because of the tireless efforts of our GCRW member and the team 

of concerned Plano citizens, we garnered over 8,200 signatures on a 

petition drive.  The required amount was 3,822!  Unfortunately, the 

Plano mayor and his council brought  the possibility of a new set of 

lawsuits and division to the city.  Luckily, we are an informed, open, 

and compassionate group of citizens in Plano and we stand united 

against discrimination of all people.   We look forward to those ques-

tions being finally answered by repealing this ordinance or taking it to 

the citizens of Plano for a public vote. 

     This started out as a Power of One and will become the Power of 

Many!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North Texas Marches for Life   
 

     Thousands marched for life 

on January 17, 2015 from the 

Dallas Convention Center to the 

federal courthouse where the Roe 

vs. Wade decision was made al-

lowing abortions from concep-

tion to birth to be legalized.  
 
(Photo courtesy of Sharron Albert-

son) 

http://www.collincountytx.gov/
http://www.collincountytx.gov/
http://www.collincountyda.com/
http://www.collincountytx.gov/
http://www.dallascounty.org/department/comcrt/district2/cantrell.html
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Eyewitness Account    

Texans Celebrate Inauguration  
By Suzanne Blackstone 

     It's A New Day In Texas! The inauguration of Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick 

and Governor Greg Abbot was attended by thousands of Texans! We 

were thrilled to be part of the celebrations.  

     Tony Evans led a powerful opening prayer, and  "America's Tenor" 

2ÛÌÝÌɯ ÔÌÙÚÖÕɯÚÈÕÎɯÛÏÌɯɆ2ÛÈÙɯ2×ÈÕÎÓÌËɯ!ÈÕÕÌÙɂɯÈÕËɯɆ&ÖËɯ!ÓÌÚÚɯ ÔÌÙɪ

ÐÊÈɂɯÓÐÒÌɯÞÌɯÏÈÝÌɯÕÌÝÌÙɯÏÌÈÙËɯÉÌÍÖÙÌȵɯ 

     The day was full with the swearing in, barbecue, parade, the Gover-

nor's Ball and most of all, the friendships shared with strong leaders 

throughout the state. We don't take for granted the leaders in Texas 

who serve God first! We returned with full hearts and a resolve to sup-

port and pray for our leaders.  

Dan Patrick takes the oath as 

Lt Governor from his son 

Judge Ryan Patrick.  

(Photo courtesy of Sharron 

Albertson )  Governor Greg Abbott, First Lady Cecilia and daughter 

Audrey ride in the Inauguration Parade, Jan 20, 2015. 

(Photo courtesy of Linda Etheridge) 

GCRW members and friends joined in the Inaugural celebrations! Left to right: Ann 

Hettinger, Terri Miller, Suzanne Blackstone, Melissa and Derrick Baker,  Toni 

and Tom Fabry.  (Photo courtesy of Suzanne Blackstone) 

http://www.co.collin.tx.us/
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GCRW members were present for the opening day of the Texas Legislature and had lunch in State 

Senator Van Taylor's office.  Left to right: Candy Noble, Mark Reid, Kathy Ward, Catherine 

Gibb, Kathy Morgan, Sue Denson, Van Taylor, Piper McCraw, Sharron Albertson, Tammy 

Hawks, Mark McCraw.    (Photo courtesy of Sharron Albertson) 

     On January 5, 2015, Ken 

Paxton  was sworn in as At-

torney General in the Senate 

chambers of the Texas Capi-

tol. Wife Angela gave a 

soaring rendition of the Na-

tional Anthem, and their 

children Tucker, Abby, 

Mattie and Katie  led the 

Pledges to the U.S and 

Texas Flags.   

     Speaking were Sen. Ted 

Cruz, Gov. Rick Perry, Lt. 

Gov. David Dewhurst, Gov.

-Elect Greg Abbott, Lt. Gov.

-Elect Dan Patrick and 

Texas Supreme Court Jus-

tice Don Willett.  

(Oath of office photo by Bob Price) 

Paxton Sworn in as Attorney General  

Texas Lege Convenes 
 

     January 13, we returned to Austin 

for the opening of the new session. 

GCRW members with State Rep-elect Matt Shaheen, 

Jan 5, 2015.  Left to right: Lori Loftin, Candy Noble, 

D'rinda Randall, Sharron Albertson .  (Photo courtesy 

of Sharron Albertson ) 

Left:  Linda Etheridge and Lynn Baade visit 

with newly elected Senator Van Taylor on the 

first day of the new Legislative Session.  (Photo 

courtesy of Linda Etheridge) 

http://www.collincountytx.gov/
http://www.collincountytx.gov/
http://www.collincountytx.gov/county_court_law/index.jsp
http://www.collincountytx.gov/
http://www.dallascounty.org/department/jpcourts/2-1/jp21.php
http://www.collincountytx.gov/county_court_law/Pages/default.aspx
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Remembering Our Members  

Gone on to Glory in 2014  
By Linda Block, We Care Chair  

 

          Sadly for Golden Corridor, in 2014 we lost three members: Joleen Reynolds, 

Wilma Emberton and Barbara Collins .  Let us pause to reflect on the fine example 

these good women have left us. 

 

Joleen Reynolds 

     Born and raised in Dallas, Texas, Joleen Reynolds graduated from the Uni-

versity of Texas, Austin. She lived in Houston for over 40 years where she 

raised her two sons and worked as a speech therapist.  

   Joleen was actively involved in many civic, charitable and political causes. 

Founder and first president of Magic Circle Republican Women, she was also 

deputy president of Texas Federation of Republican Women. After retiring, 

she returned to the DFW metroplex and became involved here, including be-

ing the co-founder and first president of Republican Club at Heritage Ranch.  

   Joleen wrote many prayers, one of which was: 

ɁGOD, you are the strength of the weak and the comfort of those who suffer.  Accept 

my prayers and grant me the help of your power that my sickness may be turned into 

ÎÖÖËɯÏÌÈÓÛÏɯÈÕËɯÔàɯÚÖÙÙÖÞÚɯÐÕÛÖɯÑÖàȭɂ 

 

Wilma Emberton  

     Married to her loving husband Clyde for 63 years, Wilma Emberton had 

two daughters and was herself a devoted daughter who cared for her parents 

in their later years. Clyde and Wilma had a beautiful Christian partnership 

with GOD first, family second, and love of country third. She passed these 

values on to her daughters, grandchildren and great -grandchildren.  

   Wilma was very involved in serving her church in countless volunteer posi-

tions. In recent years, she became politically involved, spending much time in 

learning, informing and volunteering in political activities.  

 

Barbara Collins  

     Married to Phil for 58 years, Barbara Collins was blessed with three sons. 

2ÌÙÝÐÕÎɯƕƙɯàÌÈÙÚɯÞÐÛÏɯ&.#ɀÚɯ6ÖÙËɯÛÖɯ6ÖÔÌÕȮɯ!ÈÙÉÈÙÈɯÚ×ÖÒÌɯÐÕɯÔÈÕàɯÊÖÜÕɪ

ÛÙÐÌÚȭɯ2ÏÌɯÈÓÚÖɯÛÈÜÎÏÛɯÈÛɯ/ÓÈÕÖɀÚɯ%ÖÜÕÛÈÐÕɯ&ÈÛÌɯ!ÐÉÓÌɯ"ÖÓÓÌÎÌɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÚÏÌɯÏÌÓ×ÌËɯ

establish. Many of her former students are leading churches and organiza-

ÛÐÖÕÚɯÈÊÙÖÚÚɯÛÏÌɯ4ÕÐÛÌËɯ2ÛÈÛÌÚɯÈÕËɯÐÕɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÕÈÛÐÖÕÚȭɯ!ÈÙÉÈÙÈɀÚɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕɯÝÈÓÜÌÚɯ

have influenced hundreds of people, especially her sons and grandchildren.   

   Barbara joined Golden Corridor in 1992. She served as the newsletter editor 

ÐÕɯÛÏÌɯƕƝƝƔɀÚȭ 

http://www.candacenoble.com/
http://www.dentongop.org/

