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Events: 

● Republican Picnic 

March 23, 2019 

11:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Cottonwood Creek Church 

● RPT Vice-Chair Alma Jackson 

March 25, 2019 

7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

● Lincoln Day Dinner 

March 30, 2019 

The Delta Hotel in Allen 

https://

www.collincountygop.org/

lincoln-day-dinner/vip-reception

-dinner-tickets/   

● Belle’s N Boots 

April 24, 2019 

6:00 pm - 10:00 pm 

● TFRW’s Legislative Day 

April 25, 2019  

8:00 am - 4:00 pm 

 

President’s Pen: 
By Brook Fulks 

For this month’s President’s Pen, Brook wanted to highlight 

such an incredible event in Sam Abiog’s life.  Please enjoy her 

words found below: 

 

By Sam Abiog 
This past Christmas, my family not only celebrated Christ’s birth and the 
powerful gift of salvation, but I was blessed to be the first member in the 
Abiog family to become an American citizen, on December 28, 2018. In the 
words of President Trump I am now, “part of the American family.”  

My husband, Rolly, and I moved to Allen, Texas from Canada in 2007 along 
with our four daughters Lauren, Sarah, Haley and Esther due to a job relo-
cation. I stayed home to raise my 4 girls and ventured to engage in the Al-
len community and at church.  

We quickly learned that in the United States political debate was healthy 
and vibrant. Freedoms are cherished and opinions are polarizing.  Most of 
the American people did not want to conform to a “one size fits all” mentali-
ty. They applaud individual ingenuity, seek the greater good even when cir-
cumstances are tough and are the most generous people in the world.  

As an immigrant, (born in Pakistan to Sri Lankan & Goan parents) I pre-
ferred not to be categorized based on the color of my skin, culture or reli-
gion, but to contribute towards society based on my God-given talents and 
skillset. It was my privilege to serve on various PTA boards, chair events, 
committees and volunteer at local churches.  

After completing the legal process requirement of living in the United States 
as permanent residents, we decided to apply for citizenship and participate 
in voting rights to make a difference here in the Collin County district.  

Yes, we studied US history, the wisdom of the Founding Fathers and the ef-
fective separation of powers in the three branches of government. We mem-
orized, took a written test, a verbal test and interviewed, but, it was all 
worth the legal process.  

I recall my swearing in ceremony with joy and elation! Reciting the Pledge 
of Allegiance and taking the oath to be loyal to this great nation built on 
Judeo-Christian values was such a privilege. The United States of America is 
exceptional. It’s power comes from its people and the Constitution. On my 
ceremony day, 93 people from nations all over the world were welcomed.  

Growing up in an evangelical Christian family, I realized my beliefs lined up 
closely with conservative Republican values.  Faith, family, hard work and 
service are solid  foundations. It’s an honor for me to be part of the Golden 
Corridor Republican Women’s Board where I have had the pleasure to meet 
outstanding, like-minded women from various walks of life with a common 
purpose. My work as a naturalized citizen has just begun and I am excited 
to partner with you.  
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Americanism: 
Submitted By Erin Anderson 

“I favor the policy of economy, not because I wish to save 
money, but because I wish to save people. The men and wom-
en of this country who toil are the ones who bear the cost of 
the government. Every dollar that we carelessly waste means 
that their life will be so much the more meager.”  

– Republican Calvin Coolidge, 30th president of the United 
States 

2018-2019 Board 

Brook Fulks President 

Andrea Bouressa Executive VP 

Kara Olson VP Programs 

Diane Tingle Outreach 

Susan Fletcher Christmas Party 

Andrea Bouressa Summer Socials 

Cyndi Wheless Scholarships 

Cindy Gore Hospitality 

Carrie Carter VP Membership 

Sharron Albertson 
Ways & Means /  
Directory 

Sam Abiog Greeting 

Lisa Primrose Protocol 

Ellen Skinner VP Legislation 

Corinne Mason National Liaison 

Sonja Baumgarten State Liaison 

Kate Valent Education 

Angela Tucker Homeland Security 

Jill Willis VP Awards 

Deb Blencowe VP Technology 

Sarah Walsh Newsletter 

Nicole Flavin Social Media & PR 

Karin Tucker 
VP Community  
Impact 

Pat Greer PAC 

Cathy White 
Campaigns  
Collin County 

Piper McCraw 
Collin County  
Lincoln Day 

Shayla Smith 
Dallas County  
Reagan Day 

Cathy Knapp Caring for America 

Sarah Duff Literacy 

Linda Elliott  RNC For Life 

Marie Hale 
Katie Thiele 

Recording  
Secretary 

Erin Anderson Americanism 

Zodie Christakos Historian 

Emily Miskel Bylaws 

Alyson Thathiah 
Corresponding  
Secretary 

Kathy Morgan Chaplain 

Tricia Olson We Care 

Pat Greer Internal Review 

Diane Gehrke Treasurer 

Jennifer Edge-
worth 

Parliamentarian 

* Bolded positions are GCRW Officers 

Rolly, Lauren, Sarah, Haley and Esther  

Sam on the day 

she became a 

citizen. 
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Saving Canine Officers and Patrol Horses : 
By Ellen Skinner 

 

 

 

As Chairman of the 
Legislative Commit-
tee for the Sheriffs’ As-
sociation of Texas, Collin County 
Sheriff Jim Skinner is proposing a bill 
this session that would improve a 
county and city’s ability to humanely 
retire law-enforcement animals, such 
as dogs and horses. Sheriff’s offices 
and police departments customarily 
retire law-enforcement animals when 
they are no longer capable of per-
forming their duties. The goal is usu-
ally to place the animals with quali-
fied people who can properly and hu-
manely care for them.  However, un-
like federal law that allows former 
handlers to adopt their animals when 

they are due for retirement, 
Texas law considers canine 

officers and pa- trol horses “property” and 
only provides for them to be sold or 
disposed of.  As you might imagine, this 
is offensive to the law enforcement 
community that loves and depends on 
these coura- geous animals every 
day.   

 

 

 

 

The Sheriffs’ Association of Texas bill 
would address (1) setting standards for an 
animal’s retirement, (2) identifying animals 
suitable for private adoption, (3) setting 
standards and preferences for persons to 
qualify to adopt a law-enforcement animal, 
(4) providing that a transfer under the pro-
vision may be made without charge to the 
recipient, (5) requiring a few provisions in 
an adoption contract to improve the likeli-
hood that the adoption serves its public 
purpose, and (6) limiting the local govern-
ment’s liability in such adoptions.  Really, 
this should be a nonpartisan issue… that 
we care for aging, sick, and injured ani-
mals that have served the public, instead 
of treating them like unwanted property. 

This should be a nonpartisan 

issue… that we care for aging, 

sick, and injured animals that 

have served the public, instead of 

treating them 

like unwanted 
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State Liaison Report: 

By Sonja Baumgarten  
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GCRW really became a cohesive group around Sam Johnson’s first campaign for U.S. 
Congress. Many of the families at the time were homeschooling. After the students finished 
their school work, they did literature drops at homes while on their skates. When Sam was 
going to have his oath of office in Washington, a plane was chartered to take the families on a 
field trip to show appreciation for their work. 

 

Since that time, we’ve campaigned for hundreds of candidates. Attorney General Ken 
Paxton has been instrumental in helping to find conservative candidates and giving advice on 
campaigns. He has impressed on us that the nations of the world are watching America. Our 
nation is watching Texas and Texas is watching Collin County. We cannot sit back and let the 
Democrats or even liberal Republicans step into leadership. We are not in this alone. We are 
stronger together.  

Picture above is from the 1999 board. 

A TASTE OF HISTORY 
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The Unborn Child : 
By Linda Elliott 

 

DEFENDING LIFE is what we are all called to do.  Over the next few months, GCRW 

has several opportunities to partner with 3 or- ganizations who are on the front lines of 

defense.   

MAY MEETING BABY SHOWER – Supporting REAL OPTIONS FOR WOMEN, a faith-based 

pro-life pregnancy resource clinic that has served Collin County women for over 30 years. We will 

be collecting the following items at the April and May meetings.  www.friendsofro.com 

 Baby Bottles (provided) – fill with change, bills or checks 

 Gift cards - $25 - $50 from Walmart, Target or gas stations 

 Baby Items - NEW –  Onesies (0-12mo), Diapers (all sizes) Bibs, Baby Shampoo and Baby  

 Lotion (8oz or smaller), Pacifiers, Wash Cloths, Hooded towels 

 

40 DAYS FOR LIFE – LEWISVILLE - Praying to end abortion   www.40daysforlife.com/

local-campaigns/lewisville 

March 6 through April 14, 7am – 6pm daily, Coalition for Life Prayer vigil - Public right-of-way 

outside Lewisville Planned Parenthood 1356 W Main St.  PLEASE STAND ON THE SIDEWALK ON 

MAIN STREET 

Best Option - Over the next 6 weeks, you may sign up through the above website for a specific 
time slot for you, you and a friend, your church group, or your family to join the prayer vigil.  
Second Best Option - If you cannot commit to a specific time, during your busy schedule you find 
you are in the Lewisville area, you can stop by, there are signs to respectfully hold and a sign in. 
Please register that you were there with Golden Corridor Republican Women.  

State Representattive Jeff Leach 

Files the “Texas Born-Alive Infant 

Protection Act;” Leads Broad Coali-

tion  of Legislatures in the House & 

Senate to add Further Protections 

for Survivors of Abortion 

 

To read more: 

https://jeffleach.com/state-rep-jeff

-leach-files-the-texas-born-alive-

infant-protection-act/ 
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Current Board: 
Photo by Zodie Christakos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteer Spotlight: 
Maggie Whitt and Maria Garcia are both primary members of Golden Corridor Republican Women. They 

also lead two of the newer, yet incredibly influential, groups in Collin County. Maria is currently president 

of the Hispanic Republican Club of North Texas (HRCNT). HRCNT has hosted speakers such as Pastor Ra-

fael Cruz, radio host Chris Salcedo, and our friends from Empower Texans, Erin Anderson and Tony Ortiz. 

Maggie is currently leading the Minori-

ty Engagement Group (MEG). MEG 

has civic-minded patriots who seek 

to re-engage mi- nority communities 

in a dialog based on proven Con-

servative principles and ideals. Both 

groups are finding a place in the 

North Texas politi- cal landscape. The 

leadership that Maggie and Maria 

have shown is in- spiring. GCRW is 

thankful to have both women not 

only actively in- volved in GCRW, 

but also working to spread the mes-

sage of Conserva- tism. GCRW will be 

participating in the picnic hosted by 

the Minority En- gagement Group 

and Hispanic Re- publican Club of 

North Texas on March 23rd at Cot-

tonwood Creek Church. GCRW will 

also be co-hosting with HRCNT on March 25th to welcome our Republican Party of Texas Vice-Chair Alma 

Perez. Thank you for your patriotism Maggie and Maria!  They are pictured here with George Flynn, Collin 

County Republican Chair 
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We LOVE our Sapphire and Pearl Patrons, too! 

 

Please check out our website at gcrw.org to see Sapphire, 


